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The UK’s buy-to-let property 
has emerged as one of the 
best asset classes around, 
outpacing stocks and shares 
and providing investors 
with the security of owning 
a tangible asset that can 
generate rental returns and 
grow in value over time. 

With more than two million 
private sector investors now 
owning a total of more than 
£1 trillion worth of homes 
across the UK, the market is 
showing no signs of slowing 
down. 

At Fabrik Invest, our goal is 
to create financial well-being 
for our clients by providing 
industry-leading expertise 
and access to a wide range 
of property investments that 
are backed by strong market 
fundamentals.

Although the pandemic has 
been an obstacle for the 
global economy, the UK’s 
property market has faired 
exceptionally well over the 
last two years. 

With the end of the Stamp 
Duty holiday period and 
the removal of the furlough 
scheme, we expect price 
growth in 2022 to continue 
to climb, although at a 
slightly slower rate given the 
lack of urgency created by 
the Stamp Duty holiday.  

The low cost of borrowing 
will continue to attract 
investors to the market. 
With rental forecasts and 
a positive five-year outlook 
for house prices, we firmly 
believe that property 
investment in the UK will 
remain profitable for our 
investors. 

Managing Director
UK Property Investment 
Company Fabrik Invest.

Introduction
Over the last few decades, the UK’s property 
market has come a long way, proving its 
resilience during the global financial crisis of 
2008 and the more recent Covid-19 pandemic. 
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Highlighting the 
sector’s resilience, since 
March 2020, average 
residential property 
values have increased 
by 12.3%, and annual 
transaction levels hit 
1.55 million in the year to 
September 2021 (Savills). 
Moreover, despite the 
end of the government’s 
safeguarding measure 
of a Stamp Duty holiday 
period, the market is 
showing little evidence 
that it is slowing down 

any time soon, partly due 
to the incredibly low cost 
of borrowing. 

For investors looking 
for long-term gains, the 
UK’s property currently 
represents a time of 
opportunity, particularly 
for investors searching for 
capital growth potential. 

According to Savills, the 
most recent forecasts for 
house prices in 2022 have 
offered some encouraging 
trends for buyers prioritising 
capital gains, with values 
expected to climb by an 
average of 3.5% over the next 
12 months. 

Analysis from the property 
experts at JLL is slightly 
more optimistic, setting an 
expectation of +4.5% house 
price growth across 2022. 

And it’s not just the potential 
for capital growth attracting 
investors to the UK’s 
property market. According 
to JLL, average rents are 
expected to rise by around 
2.5% throughout 2022. 

HomeLet, the UK’s leading 
tenant referencing specialist, 
has stated that rental values 
are likely to rise in line 
with wages and inflation. 
Increased demand and 
pressures on the supply 
chain could see rental 
growth hit a record high 
over the next 12 months. 

With all signs pointing to 
growth across the UK’s 
property market over the 
next year, property investors 
should act now to maximise 
the potential for gains and 
benefit from the low interest 
rates currently available for 
buy-to-let investors. 

There is no denying the uncertainty that the 
pandemic has caused for the global economy 
and businesses; however, the UK’s property 
market has performed exceptionally well 
during this turbulent time. 

UK Housing 
Outlook 

Property values 
continue to rise2022

3.5% average 
house price 
growth in 2022 
(Savills).

4.5% average 
house price 
growth in 2022 
(JLL).

2.5% average 
rental growth 
in 2022 
(JLL). 

3.5% 4.5% 2.5% 
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Investors must assess 
their goals to ensure 
that the market or 
asset class they are 
entering matches their 
investment strategy 
when it comes to 
property investment. 

Investors must assess 
their goals to ensure that 
the market or asset class 
they are entering matches 
their investment strategy 
when it comes to property 
investment. 

Evaluating the 5-year 
forecast of the housing 
market is one way to ensure 
that investors can see the 
potential on the market 
and diversify their property 

portfolio to achieve their 
investment goals.
Buyers interested in securing 
capital growth from the 
UK’s property market will 
be encouraged by the 
latest 5-year forecast from 
Savills, which predicts that 
average values will climb 
by 13.1% between 2021 and 
2026. Again, data from JLL 
is slightly more optimistic, 
suggesting the potential for 
house price growth could 
reach +20% between 2022 
and 2026. 

Regional hotspots 
will outperform 
UK averages

Taking into consideration 
the various trends that 
define the UK’s buy-to-let 

market, regional locations 
are set to lead the way in 
terms of house price growth. 
Values in the North West of 
England and Yorkshire and 
the Humber could climb by 
an average of 18.8% over the 
next five years. 

Buyers who want to 
maximise any uplift on the 
property market should 
consider towns and cities in 
hotspots like the Northern 
Powerhouse and London’s 
commuter belt to secure the 
best growth potential. 

Rising rental 
returns
 
The importance of a quality 
living space has led tenants 
to reassess their long-term 
housing needs throughout 
the pandemic. 

Buy-to-let investors 
interested in securing a 

reliable monthly rental 
return should be reassured 
by the gradual ‘return to 
normal’, whereby a return 
to city centre living will help 
cities across the country 
bounce back strongly in 
terms of rental growth. 

On the whole, data from 
JLL suggests the cost of 
renting is set to climb by an 

average of 2.4% per annum 
between 2021 and 2026. The 
consistent and steady rate 
of rental value changes is 
likely to entice landlords 
and investors to the market, 
enabling them to secure 
rising yields over the short 
term and equity growth over 
the longer term. 

Mainstream residential forecasts 
Five-year house price forecasts

Rental value change (%pa)

With strong forecasts in place for the next five years, buy-to-let investors should act now to take 
advantage of the current low cost of borrowing to maximise their return on investment. 

A Positive 5-Year Forecast

2021

2.5
2024

2.0
2025

2.5
2026

2.5
2022

2.5
2023

2.5

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 5-year

North West 4.5% 4.0% 3.5% 3.0% 2.5% 18.8%

Yorkshire/Humber 4.5% 4.0% 3.5% 3.0% 2.5% 18.8%

Wales 4.0% 4.0% 3.5% 3.0% 2.5% 18.2%

North East 4.0% 3.5% 3.5% 3.0% 2.5% 17.6%

East Midlands 4.0% 3.5% 3.0% 2.5% 2.0% 15.9%

West Midlands 4.0% 3.5% 3.0% 2.5% 2.0% 15.9%

Scotland 4.0% 3.5% 3.0% 2.5% 2.0% 15.9%

South West 3.5% 3.0% 2.5% 2.0% 1.5% 13.1%

South East 3.0% 2.5% 2.0% 1.5% 1.0% 10.4%

East of England 3.0% 2.5% 2.0% 1.5% 1.0% 10.4%

London 2.0% 1.5% 1.0% 0.5% 0.5% 5.6%

UK 3.5% 3.0% 2.5% 2.0% 1.5% 13.15
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Affordability is a long-
standing issue for young 
people across the UK, with 
most graduates and young 
professionals priced out of 
the London market.

The appeal of cities like 
Manchester and Liverpool 
– which boast some of 
the youngest city centre 
populations – which are 
established economic hubs 
in their own right, offer 
renters the opportunity to 
enjoy the hustle and bustle 
of city centre living at a 
fraction of the cost of living 
in the capital. 

And it’s not just an 
affordable lifestyle that 
attracts people to these 
cities. The government’s 
continued commitment to 
the Northern Powerhouse 
and infrastructure 
improvements has created 
a wider pool of skilled jobs 
across the region, boosting 
their appeal for the younger 
generation of workers. 
For buy-to-let investors, 
investing in property in 
key economic hubs that 
appeal to the aspirations of 
this demographic will likely 
prove profitable over the 
long term. 

In this section, Fabrik Invest analyses what trends are 
here to stay over the foreseeable future. 

The North of 
England will lead 
growth 

There is a bright outlook 
for the property market in 
the North of England, with 
Northern Powerhouse cities 
like Manchester, Liverpool, 
and Newcastle leading the 
way in terms of rental and 
house price growth. 

Shining a light of the robust 
level of growth in these 
critical markets, the latest 
House Price Index from 
Zoopla has revealed that 
properties in Liverpool 
registered the fastest annual 
growth of any of the UK’s 
larger cities at 10.7% in the 
year to November 2021, 
followed by Manchester at 
8.5%.

The popularity of property 
investment in Northern 
Powerhouse cities is nothing 
new. Early adopters of 
location diversification 
benefitted from some of 
the highest housing equity 
increases on the property 
market. 

However, if predictions from 
the experts from Savills are 
anything to go by, investors 
still have time to profit on 
house price growth across 
the North of England. 

It is undeniable that the Covid-19 outbreak 
triggered a shift in living priorities for people 
up and down Great Britain, creating an 
opportunity for buy-to-let investors to embrace 
emerging trends and capitalise on locations 
with a renewed demand for rental property. 

Post-Covid Property 
Market Trends 
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The commuter 
belt effect

According to the 
government, 46.6% of people 
in employment worked 
from home in April 2020. 
Despite the easing of Covid 
restrictions, remote working 
remains popular. 

Data from Bloomberg has 
revealed that almost 50% of 
London-based companies do 
not expect to see employees 
return full time to the office 
once the pandemic has 
ended. 

London has always 
commanded high levels 
of buy-to-let investment. 
However, those looking for 
more robust returns are 

likely to experience a faster 
growth rate in commuter 
belt towns in the South East 
and East of England. 

Demand will be driven from 
city workers who want easy 
access to job opportunities 
in London but want to strike 
a better work-life balance 
through escaping from 
city life in favour of more 
affordable housing and 
greener surroundings. 
Property investors who 
wish to target London’s 
commuter belt should seek 
opportunities that boast 
excellent transport links into 
the city centre and provide 
residents with a variety of 
local amenities, access to 
good schools, and better 
value for money. 

The return to city 
centre living 

As the government takes 
steps to ease England 
out of the remaining 
lockdown restrictions, an 
overwhelming desire to 
return ‘to normal’ is likely to 
see city centre rents rise over 
time. 

HomeLet’s latest index 
suggests that demand in 
urban areas has already 
started to increase towards 
centrally located properties 
as more people begin to 
return to the office.

As people venture back to 
their local high streets and 
social activities begin to 
resume, the demand for 
centrally located properties 
will rise; however, whether 
there is available stock 
situated in the most 
desirable areas for tenants 
is yet to be seen. A lack of 
desirable rental properties 
could see the cost of renting 
climb at a markedly faster 
rate in regions with the 
highest demand. 

Highlighting the demand 
for staycation holidays, 
enquiries for 2022 have 
increased by 74%. 

Investors are in a unique 
position to capitalise on 
continued demand for 
holiday lets across the 
country and, for those 

looking to diversify their 
portfolio, a fully managed 
holiday home has the 
potential to provide an 
additional and lucrative 
income stream. 

Staycations are 
here to stay 

Last year, the term 
‘staycation’ was the fastest-
growing holiday-related 
search term, with the 
volume of searches up by 
511% year-on-year (Statista).  

According to Barclays 
research, 23 million Brits 
opted for a holiday in the UK 
in 2021, adding around £31 
billion to UK GDP. 

Despite global Covid 
infection rates beginning 
to fall, last-minute travel 
restrictions and regulation 
changes appear to be 
putting Brits off from 
travelling abroad over the 
next 12 months. 
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Generation Rent

With fewer people under 
30 buying homes, the 
average age of first-time 
buyers is now closer to 
40 as more people see 
renting as a favourable 
option than over buying a 
property. 

Generation Rent is an 
industry term coined 
for younger people who 
want to rent rather than 
buy a property for several 
reasons: affordability, 
location freedom, 
changing employment 

prospects, and generally a 
shift to a better work-life 
balance. 

For those who want to 
live in one of the UK’s 
core cities, renting is the 
only way for them to live 
in an area they couldn’t 
otherwise afford. 

This large pool of tenants 
is ideal for property 
investors entering the 
Private Rented Sector and 
offers positive insights 
into future demand. 

Undersupply of 
housing remains 
an issue 

Efforts to increase the 
UK’s housing supply 
continue to fall short of 
the government’s target 
of 300,000 new homes per 
annum. 

With various property 
types required across the 
country, the Build to Rent 
sector is paving the way for 
developers and investors to 
deliver much-needed rental 
accommodation.

As the government 
continues to fail on the 
delivery of new homes, JLL 
estimates that there will be 
a shortfall of over 500,000 
homes from the 1.5 million 
needed to be built over the 
next five years. 

For property investors, 
addressing supply issues 
by purchasing new-build 
apartments that are 
generally built to high 
standards and specifications 
provides a quality level that 
will be attractive to new 
tenants and ultimately help 
underpin rental returns. 

According to the Office 
for National Statistics, 
the average price of 
a property in the UK 
is £268,349 – up 10.2% 
over the last year. 

Rising values are 
great news for some; 
however, affordability 
issues and an overall 
lack of stock has 
created a rising 
demand for high-
quality rental property 
across the UK. 

Property Market 
Fundamentals 

£268,349 

40

AVERAGE UK 
PROPERTY 
PRICE (ONS).

500,000 
NEW HOMES 
OVER THE NEXT 5 
YEARS (JLL).

SHORTFALL OF 

AVERAGE AGE OF 
HOMEBUYERS 
EDGING CLOSER TO
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PropTech 

Property Technology 
(PropTech) essentially refers 
to how technology is being 
implemented into new-
builds to create a seamless 
and more efficient way for 
residents to live. 

Although PropTech may 
sound like something from 
a futuristic Sci-Fi movie, it 
is simpler than one may 
think, with most households 
already starting to move into 
a technology-led lifestyle 
(probably without noticing 
it).

If you are new to the 
concept of PropTech, think 

Smart Meters for energy 
efficiency and voice-
activated assistance in the 
shape of Alexa or a Google 
Home device. 

Those keeping a close eye 
on the property market 
are likely to consider new-
build properties that have 
implemented PropTech 
into their design. Including 
developments with Smart 
Card Systems, mobile 
phone apps to contact the 
concierge and management, 
plus other measures 
like voice activation of 
appliances and video-style 
doorbell systems. 

With forecasted solid 
house price growth 
across the UK’s major 
cities over the next five 
years, investors should 
always consider future 
trends when selecting 
their next investment 
property. 

As one of the UK’s 
leading providers 
of buy-to-let 
opportunities, the 
experts at Fabrik Invest 
have pinpointed the 
future trends that 
investors should have 
on their radars. 

The Future of the 
UK Housing Market 
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Greener housing

With the climate crisis 
remaining a hotly debated 
global issue, homeowners 
and developers are likely to 
be incentivised to make the 
UK’s housing market energy 
efficient. 

We have already seen the 
government move to more 
energy-efficient measures 
by introducing the Boiler 
Upgrade Scheme (BUS), 
which is set to launch 
in spring 2022. Property 
investors who want to save 
money on remodelling and 
upgrades on their

investment should bear this 
in mind before buying an 
older property. BUS is less 
likely to affect new-build 
apartments that have been 
designed to incorporate the 
latest building regulations. 

With developers required to 
meet the energy efficiency 
requirements and abide 
by safety standards set 
by the industry, investors 
should carefully consider 
the benefits of new-build 
properties to future-proof 
their investment. 

To further illustrate the 
effectiveness of buying a 
newer property, analysis 
of 20 million homes on 
the Energy Performance 
Certificate (EPC) Register 
has revealed that properties 
built after 2007 emit nearly 
three times less carbon 
per year per sq metre than 
properties built before 1930. 

What’s more, new-builds 
often come with up to a 
10-year building warranty, 
providing buyers with the 
peace of mind that if any 
of the work is not of the 
highest quality, there will 
be measures in place for 
the developer to amend any 
potential issues. 

Cladding crisis

Over the last few years, 
cladding has been a 
widely debated issue for 
homeowners across Britain. 

At Fabrik Invest, we only 
promote developments 
that meet the highest 
industry standards, with all 
apartment blocks adhering 
to our strict selection 
process. As a result, our 
clients will always have the 
peace of mind that cladding 
will not be an issue when 
purchasing an off-plan or 
completed property through 
us. 

Buyers looking at alternative 
options should always 
seek detailed information 
about the development. 
Appointing a professional 
to conduct a Homeowner 
Survey is one action 
purchasers can take to 
ensure any completed 
property they are buying 
meets regulations. 
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Despite the pressures of 
the pandemic and Brexit-
related uncertainty, the 
British economy rebounded 
in 2021 following the sharp 
contraction experienced 
during 2020. 

Throughout 2022, the 
economy is expected 
to experience a rapid 
expansion that should see 
the level of activity return to 
pre-crisis activity levels, with 
the experts at JLL predicting 
that UK GDP will recover to 
pre-Covid levels by Q2 2022.

When it comes to the jobs 
market, the removal of the 
furlough scheme presents 
an unemployment risk; 
however, record vacancy 
levels and a shortage of skills 
should drive employment 
figures to rise. 

Inflation remains a sticking 
point for the UK’s economy, 

with the cost of living 
rising to a 30-year high and 
increasing energy prices are 
likely to impact household 
budgets. 

Inflation rates reached 
5.4% in the 12 months 
to December. However, 
forecasts expect levels to 
peak in 2022 and then revert 
to the target rate of 2% as 
the factors driving rates in 
an upward trajectory begins 
to ease. 

For investors, the resilience 
of the UK’s economy paints 
a robust picture for the 
country’s property market. 
Moreover, the current solid 
performance of the UK 
real estate sector and an 
optimistic five-year outlook 
further enhance its appeal 
as a safe haven for property 
investment.   

General trends in employment and the economy 
will always be a consideration for investors who 
want to feel confident there will be a steady 
demand for buy-to-let property in the area where 
they are investing. 

A Bright Economic 
Outlook
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In a bid to subdue inflation 
rate increases, the Bank of 
England (BoE) increased 
interest rates for the first 
time in over three years in 
December 2021, raising the 
base rate to 0.25% from an 
all-time low of 0.1%.

Low interest rates have 
been one of the most 
attractive aspects of the 
UK’s property market for 
many buy-to-let investors, 
with rates significantly 
dropping following the 

financial downturn of 2008 
when the BoE lowered the 
base rate from 5.75% in July 
2007 to 0.5% by April 2009.

It is unlikely that interest 
rates will increase to the 
level seen around 15 years 
ago, with five-year forecasts 
expecting the base rate 
to reach 1.5% by 2026 
gradually.

Rising interest 
rates

Despite the BoE’s decision to 
increase mortgage rates, the 
cost of borrowing remains 
exceptionally low. Those 
looking to fund a property 
purchase with a mortgage 
remain in an attractive 
position to secure a low rate, 
with buyers who act now 
most likely to secure the 
best deals.  

Investors should therefore 
bear in mind that interest 
rates have yet to reach 
pre-Covid levels, with most 
experts agreeing that rates 
will increase gradually 
throughout 2022. 

As a result, rising interest 
rates should act as a 

reminder for investors 
seeking funding for the 
purchase to secure a 
favourable fixed-rate deal or 
to determine the best rate 
on the market by obtaining 
advice from a trusted 
Mortgage Broker. 

At this point, it is also worth 
noting that interest rates 
are not the only deciding 
factor for borrowers. Access 
to lower LTV mortgage 
products offers investors the 
opportunity to reduce the 
upfront capital required to 
fund their purchases. 

Savvy investors could, 
in theory, utilise lower 
deposits and interest rates 
as a means to expand their 
property portfolio. 

Low rates for 
savers 

Since 2008, interest rates 
have remained low, leaving 
savers frustrated by 
stagnant rewards on money 
sitting in savings accounts. 

Savers who want their 
money to work harder 
should consider whether 
keeping their cash in the 
Bank is the right strategy 
for their circumstances 
and whether investing in 
property could help them 

achieve their financial goals 
at a faster pace.  

For individuals considering 
property investment 
opportunities in the UK this 
year and beyond, there are 
clear indications that buy-to-
let property will continue to 
provide robust returns.

Seeking professional advice 
from consultancies like 
Fabrik Invest is an excellent 
option for people who want 
to establish what property 
investments are available 
within their budget. 

Rising Interest Rates

What do increases 
mean for the property 
market?
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Locations Focus:

The overall strength of the UK’s 
property market means there is 
plenty of potential on offer. In this 
section, the experts at Fabrik Invest 
highlight our top buy-to-let locations 
for 2022 by detailing why they offer 
favourable returns.

Where to Invest in
Northern Powerhouse 
hotspots 

Manchester has plenty of 
attributes that could capture 
the interest of property 
investors throughout 2022, 
including a steady trend of 
people who want to live and 
work in a big city.

Widely regarded as the UK’s 
best location for buy-to-let 
yields, Manchester looks 
set to retain its title as the 
UK’s most profitable city for 
rental returns throughout 
2022. 

In Manchester, the past 
five years has been a time 
of consistent growth with 
average values up by 21% 
since 2019, with the average 
price of property currently 
standing at £248,842 
(Rightmove).

For those looking to the 
future, Manchester is set 
to witness the highest 
economic growth rate of all 
the UK’s core cities over the 
next five years, with GVA 
growth of 16.4%, according 
to Oxford Economics.
A robust local economy 
and consistently high 
employment rates are 
positive signs for buy-to-

let property investors. In 
addition, growing businesses 
and an expanding working 
population mean more 
demand for property on 
the private rental market, 
which fuels regular returns 
for investors and keeps 
the risk of void periods to a 
minimum.

Since the launch of the government’s Northern Powerhouse initiative in 2014, investors have 
flocked to the area in a bid to capitalise on a wave of multibillion-pound improvements and 
regeneration projects across the region.

Northern Powerhouse cities remain a top target for investors buying a rental property. They 
often provide better value for money when compared to property in the South and offer the 
bonus of a significantly stronger five-year outlook.  

Manchester
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Preston
Location diversification 
is a popular strategy for 
experienced investors. Those 
who want to take advantage 
of this method in 2022 
should look no further than 
Preston. 

Since being granted city 
status in 2002, Preston 
has been on an upward 
trajectory and is now 
the third-largest city in 
the North West. The city 
is currently undergoing 
a ‘once-in-a-lifetime’ 
transformation through 
an injection of private and 

public sector investments 
that are set to
see the area to grow by £1 
billion over the next decade.

Those considering this 
market will likely be enticed 
by the value for money on 
offer, with the average cost 
of a property in Preston 
standing at £178,952 – up 4% 
year-on-year. 
According to Savills, owners 
of property in key locations 
in North West England, like 
Preston, could benefit from 
some of the strongest price 
trends in the coming years, 
with the region expected to 
witness a growth of 4.5% in 
2022. 

 Liverpool
As one of the UK’s most-loved 
cities, Liverpool continues to 
make a name for itself as a 
lucrative option for property 
investors. Again, the average 
cost of a property in Liverpool 
stands at £204,641, a figure 
significantly lower than the UK 
average of £268,349, providing 
investors with a lower entry-
level option on the market. 

Interestingly, Liverpool’s 
property market has long-term 
potential for capital growth 

and rising rental returns. 
With £700 million invested 
in the regeneration of over 
100 assets within Liverpool’s 
iconic waterfront over the past 
few years, and a further £800 
million over the next five years, 
including Bramley Moore 
Dock, this unprecedented level 
of investment will support 
house price and rental growth. 
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Blackpool
Investors on the lookout for 
buy-to-let property investment 
opportunities in the North 
East will be interested in one 
of the region’s up-and-coming 
hotspots, Blackpool. 

For a town with average 
property values of £142,222, 
Blackpool has clearly 
demonstrated its resilience 
throughout the pandemic, 
recording 7% house price 
growth throughout 2021. 

On the subject of rental yields, 
this is another area where 
there are plenty of positives for 
Blackpool, with Zoopla naming 
the coastal town as the UK’s 
second-best location for gross 
rental yields. 

With house price growth 
slowing in the South of 
England, towns like Blackpool 
have considerably more to 
offer buy-to-let investors for 
future growth, making now an 
excellent time for investors to 
broaden their property search 
to include regional hotspots. 

Bradford
Bradford is located in Yorkshire and 
the Humber and is one of the region’s 
largest cities and economic hubs. 
Bradford’s property values have been 
rising in recent years, partly due 
to its proximity and accessibility to 
neighbouring Leeds, which is only 
13km away. 

In 2021, high street bank Halifax 
pinpointed Bradford as the UK’s 11th 
top location for rising property prices. 
According to Halifax, the average 
property price in Bradford is currently 
£170,684 – marking an increase of 
£23,323 in 12 months.

Bradford has a lot going for it when it 
comes to future growth. Significant 
levels of private and public have 
already been injected into the city. 
Moreover, with multimillion-pound 
regeneration projects across Bradford 
and the wider region, investors 

entering the market are set to see 
unprecedented growth in the coming 
years. 
 
For investors targeting young 
professionals, Bradford was ranked 
the UK’s number one location for 
value for money for graduates in 2021 
by Compare the Market. With around 
10,000 students studying at the 
University of Bradford, there will always 
be an influx of new students and 
graduates who require rental property 
every year. 

Bradford is undoubtedly a property 
market that Fabrik Invest has 
pinpointed investors to watch. If 
research from Savills is anything to 
go by, property investors could see 
property values in Yorkshire and the 
Humber increase by 18.8% over the 
next five years. Bradford offers buy-to-
let investors a lower entry-level and the 
same growth potential as predicted in 
the North West region.
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Located in the North East 
of England, Newcastle’s 
property market is one that 
investors should pay close 
attention to over the next 12 
months. 

Voted the friendliest city in 
the UK, Newcastle is one 
of the UK’s fastest-growing 
cities, and it is the epicentre 
of business growth in the 
North East region. 

The city’s population 
increased by 113% between 
2002 and 2015. More have 
people moved to Newcastle 
to enjoy a lower cost of 

living, excellent employment 
prospects, or attend one 
of its two world-class 
universities. 

With a lower level of new-
build properties in its 
pipeline, Newcastle has a 
high demand for property 
investment to accommodate 
the rising number of people 
living in the city. According 
to projections, around 14,000 
new jobs will be created in 
Newcastle over the next 10 
years, which could see the 
population accelerate at a 
markedly faster rate. 

Looking at the long-term 
picture, estimates suggest 
that property values could 
rise by 17.6% over the next 
five years in the North East. 
With the average property 
value in Newcastle priced 
at £236,132 - up 9% year on 
year - and the average rental 
yield between 5% and 7%, 
the city has a lot to offer 
property investors. 

As we move away from 
the North of England, 
Birmingham’s property 
market certainly has plenty 
to offer buy-to-let investors 
over the foreseeable future. 
Widely known as the UK’s 
‘Second City’, Birmingham 
is located in West Midlands, 
which is an area that will see 
property values rise by 15.9% 
over the next five years 
(Savills). 

As the logistical centre of 
the UK, Birmingham is in 
a prime location. With the 
upcoming completion of 
the hotly anticipated HS2 
high-speed railway, which 
will reduce train journeys to 
London to just 52 minutes, 

the city will be one of its 
biggest beneficiaries.
Those considering property 
investment in Birmingham 
will also benefit from the 
expansion of the Metro Rail 
Service, which will improve 
connectivity across the city’s 
most desirable suburbs. 
The average property price 
in Birmingham is around 

£234,827, with values rising 
by 10% over the last year 
(Rightmove). 
Investors who commit 
to a rental property in 
Birmingham can expect 
to benefit from its unique 
attributes and huge 
potential in the years to 
come.

Newcastle

Birmingham 
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Homeowners and renters 
alike have swapped longer 
commutes in favour of 
larger properties, with 
many commuters now 
accustomed to the rewards 
of living outside of London. 

With house prices and rental 
growth stagnant in London, 
property investors should 
embrace popular commuter 
belt towns that offer fast and 
direct routes into the capital. 

Ashford is a popular market 
town in Kent that has caught 
the attention of investors 
and developers in recent 
years. Its prime location – 
with Ebbsfleet station just 20 
minutes and Ashford is only 
40 minutes from London by 
train – and easy access to 
M20 have made it a popular 
spot for buyers and renters. 

Unlike other commuter belt 
locations, Ashford is also 
an International Gateway, 
operating a fast Eurostar 
service to Paris and beyond. 

Ashford is in a unique 
position for those looking 
for future gains. It will 
rapidly transform over the 
coming years following the 
announcement of a £3.5 
billion theme park due for 
completion by 2024.

General trends in the market 
show that property values in 
the South East of England 
will climb at almost twice 
the rate of values in London, 
making commuter belt 
hotspots like Ashford an 
excellent choice for buy-to-
let investors. 

Spotlight 
on Ashford, 
Kent 

London commuter 
belt property

In this report, we have 
highlighted the critical 
role that property in 
London’s commuter 
belt has played for city 
workers throughout 
the pandemic, and 
this is a trend that 
will continue for the 
foreseeable future. 
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WHY FABRIK 
INVEST?

There are plenty of property 
investment companies around, 
so why should you choose Fabrik 
Invest? What makes us different?

In short, it’s our approach. 
We deliver an ethical, 
integrity-led service from 
the outset. That means 
being very selective about 
the developers with whom 
we work and the properties 
that we offer. We work 
hard to provide sustainable 
buy-to-let investments 
that minimise their impact 
on the environment and 

that consider the needs 
of all those involved in 
the property, from those 
purchasing homes to those 
renting them. 

When it comes to our 
investors, we want to deliver 
an outstanding experience 
at every point. That means 
insurance protected deposits, 
asset-backed properties and 

a lifetime after sales support 
service. 

Our commitment to 
delivering property 
investment with a difference 
means that we commit to 
principles such as those 
mentioned above for each 
and every development. 

Fabrik is a knowledge-based consultancy. Our property partners are experts in their 
particular fields and include a team of financial advisors, tax specialists and independent 
legal professionals. Both Fabrik and our partners are here to help you every step of the way in 
building your property portfolio.

Asset-backed 
properties

Lifetime after sales 
support

Prime locations for 
capital growth and 

rental demand

Secure 
investments

Highest quality 
builds, with an 
emphasis on 
sustainability 

Integrity and ethics 
as standard

Fully managed



36

fabrikpropertygroup @FabrikProperty fabrikpropertygroupUK @fabrik.property.group fabrik-property-group-ltd

For more information please call or visit:

Fabrik Invest - Head Office Address:

Churchgate House, Rectory Ln, Rettendon Place, 
Battlesbridge SS11 7QR

Cape Town Address:

Dock Road Junction, Corner of Stanley & Dock 
Road, Waterfront, Cape Town, 8001.

www.fabrikinvest.com 

442081875648

UK INVESTMENT 
GUIDE 2022
Unlock the best locations 

for buy-to-let property. 


